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Comparison of a View from the Bridge and What Is Poverty
	A view from the bridge is simply a play by an American playwright known as Arthur Miller. The play is set in the 1950s in America, in the neighborhood of Italian-America near Brooklyn Bridge, New York. The Red hook Brooklyn is described in the play as a slum in seaward side of the New York Bridge. The Sicilians settle in these streets. In the streets of the city, Eddie who is a protagonist character in the play passes some men who are playing with coins (Miller, 2015). These are some of the games played in the areas with high poverty.  When he arrives home, he tells his wife Beatrice that her cousins had just landed in the city. The cousins have been smuggled through a ship from Italy and they are given seamen papers so they can get off the ship. In comparison with poverty, it is evident from the play that the family of Beatrice who comes from Italy is poor. This is because; first, they are living in the Sicilian streets of New York Bridge. This is the place where all the smuggled people from Italy and other areas are given seamen papers and settle. They are also living in a small house and when her cousins arrive they are hosted in the house and they live altogether before they can move out. Alfieri is a lawyer and he explains that he moved to the Sicilian streets twenty-five years ago. He also describes that he no longer uses his gun anymore since the people living in the streets have become civilized. In this statement, it proves that the streets were a rough place to live in and it required one to have some protection. This is because the people living in the area are immigrants and they are looking for a better life and therefore they are poor and can steal from you. It shows that there was poverty in the Sicilian streets of the New York Bridge.
 	Marco and Rodolpho are two brothers and cousins to Beatrice. Marco is the eldest brother and is married back in Italy with three children. He has come to the US and in their discussion, he talks about how he will be sending his earnings back to his family. This is also another scenario where poverty is evident in the play. Marco confesses that all his earnings will be sent to his family back in Italy who are looking up to him to provide for them. On the other hand, Rodolpho is unmarried and he says that he wants to own a motorcycle when he is rich. Eddie goes out and on the streets, he meets with Louis and Mike and they praise him for keeping the two brothers Marco and Rodolpho.  
	In the play, it is evident that Eddie who is married to Beatrice likes Catherine more who is his wife’s nice. He is not impressed when he sees that Rodolpho and Catherine are hanging out. At times he even leaves the house after shouting that Rodolpho is not a good person. Eddie thinks that Rodolpho is taking advantage of Catherine and he is jealous since he did not take Catherine out for a date. Eddie reluctantly asks Rodolpho to box and with the encouragement from Catherine they start light boxing. Eddie tells Rodolpho not to be out in the streets in the night for too long or the police will arrest him. This was the current condition in areas with high levels of poverty.  This is because he was an immigrant who came to the city in search of greener pastures and did not have the citizenship of the country. As a result, this was enough reason to make him get arrested and Eddie and his family were not in the position to bail him out. This act shows that the family was poor and the money they were getting was not enough to cater for extra expenses. Also, it was in the streets of Sicilia that people could not walk in the night due to the high levels of insecurity.
 	Rodolpho confesses that the only reason that he wants to be in America is only to get the chance to work and earn a living. This is because; the two brothers took a risk to travel to the US from Italy due to the poverty that they were experiencing. Beatrice also had come earlier and got married to Eddie since the conditions of poverty that were in Italy were unbearable and they all came to New York in search of jobs to earn a living. This is a comparison of the hard life that the people in Italy were experiencing (Parker, 2015). And they come to the US as illegal immigrants to look for jobs and other activities which can sustain their difficult situation.  
	Eddie comes home drunk and unstable and sees Rodolpho come out of the bedroom with Catherine this infuriates him and he confronts Rodolpho and asks him to leave. Catherine defends Rodolpho and says that she was the one who was supposed to leave. He holds her by the hand and kisses her. Rodolpho tries to intervene and he is also pinned and Eddie kisses him too. This was to prove his point that Rodolpho was gay. He then goes to Alfieri for advice and he is told to leave Catherine to marry Rodolpho since the law cannot help him. Eddie calls the immigration bureau and reports the two brothers. The immigration police appear and they arrest the two brothers who had been moved to Mrs. Dandero in the upstairs. It is evident that not even Beatrice who was a cousin to the two brothers could bail them out. This is due to the conditions they were living in with poverty (Parker, 2015). Alfieri who is a layer and a friend to Eddie takes it to himself to help the two brothers and the other two immigrants who were arrested together. 
	It is during Catherine’s wedding day that Marco shows up. The community is angry with Eddie since he had called the immigration officers on the two brothers. The two starts to throw words to each other and Eddie is trying to justify himself in front of the people. He tries to stab Marco with a knife when he slowly turns the knife around to him and stabs Eddie instead. Marco was supposed to be deported back to Italy in a few weeks’ time while Rodolpho was to marry Catherine and gain his citizenship. Eddie dies in the arms of his wife Beatrice. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, the above discussion compares a view from the bridge and what is poverty. From the play, it is proven that the streets of Sicilia which were on the New York Bridge were areas of high poverty. This is because the people who lived in the streets were mainly the illegal immigrants who are shipped in the region with ships illegally. They come to the US in search of jobs and other things which can support them in life. Marco and Rodolpho are among the illegal immigrants who come from Italy to search for greener pastures. Marco is the eldest and he has a family of three children back in Italy and he is using this chance to work and provide for this family. They live in their cousin’s house since they cannot afford their own place. This shows the extreme levels of poverty that the family is undergoing. Alfieri is a lawyer and a friend to Eddie who is Catherine’s husband. He says he no longer uses his gun because the streets have become civilized. In these scenarios, it is evident that there is the true manifestation of extreme poverty that is being experienced in the region (Parker, 2015). Also, there is poverty in Italy since the immigrants are moving from Italy to America. 
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